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CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 0625 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SOPN, OGEN, BU 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MOVE OF RFE/RL TO US 

REF: STATE 57405 

1 . OUR ESTIMATE IS THAT BULGARIAN LEADERSHIP WOULD PRIVATELY 
AND PERHAPS PUBLICLY DRAW SEVERAL CONCLUSIONS FROM MOVE OF 
RFE/RL TO US. ME WOULD BE THAT FRG HAD SEEN THE LIGHT AND 

FINALLY RESPONDED TO CONTINUED BULGARIAN AND SOVIET POUNDING ON THEM 

TO NO LONGER PERMIT RFE/RL TO OPERATE FROM THEIR SOIL. GOB 

COULD ALSO INTERPRET MOVE AS PARTIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, AT 

LEAST BY FRG, THAT RFE/RL WAS NOT FULLY CONSISTENT WITH 

HELSINKI. IN GENERAL, BULGARIAN LEADERSHIP WOULD PER- 
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CEIVE AS FRUITFUL OUTCOME OF THEIR UNREMITTING 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE HOSTILITY TO RFE. (EMBASSY BELIEVES 
THAT ABOVE WOULD ALSO BE CONCLUSIONS REACHED BY MANY 
BULGARIANS INTERESTED IN RFE/RL.) 

2. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT TIMELINESS AND FLAVOR OF BROAD- 
CASTS AND RESEARCH WOULD ALMOST INEVITABLY BE MODIFIED 
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ADVERSELY BY MOVE OF STATIONS TO US. ITIS TRUE THAT 
INFLUENCES SOMETIMES BROUGHT TO BEAR ON RFE IN MUNICH, 
VIENNA, AND OTHER PARTS OF WESTERN EUROPE BY EXILE GROUPS 
MAY OCCASIONALLY HAVE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON NATURE OF BROAD- 
CASTS. AT SAME TIME, WHILE IN MUNICH, RADIO OPERATES 
FROM AN AREA WHERE THERE IS GREAT LOCAL INTEREST IN EAST 
ERN EUROPE, AND WHERE THERE IS POSSIBILITY OF KF. EPNG 
TRAVELLERS FROM EASTERN EUROPE. SOME FRIENDLY CRITICS OF 
RFE HAVE SOMETIMES OBSERVED THAT EVEN IN SUCH AN ENVIRON- 
MENT, ANNOUNCERS LONG OUT OF BULGARIA RISK LOSING ABILITY 
TO COMMUNICATE CREDIBLY WITH LISTENERS IN BULGARIA. THAT 
FLAVOR OF AUTHENTICITY, AND THE RISKS OF FURTHER DE- 
NATIONALIZATION WOULD BE GREATLY INCREASED BY MOVE TO US. 

. GOB'S HOSTILITY TOWARD RFE WOULD NOT BE DIMINISHED 
BY MOVE TO US NOR BY CHANGEOVER OF BROADCASTING PERSONNEL. 
GOB'S HOSTILITY TOWARD RFE WOULD BE REDUCED ONLY BY CHANGES 
IN TONE AND CONTENT OF BROADCASTS, AWAY FROM CRITICISM 
OF GOB. AS LONG AS RADIOS CONCENTRATE ON INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS WITHIN THE BLOC - WHICH WE HERE CONSIDER TO BE 
RADIOS' IN FUNCTION - GOB WILL OPPOSE THEIR EXISTENCE. 

FELDMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: RADIO STATIONS, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS, ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICES, REORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SOFIA00625 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770099-0837 
Format: TEL 
From: SOFIA 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770330/aaaababi.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ff93aab3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: 77 STATE 57405 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3022737 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE MOVE OF RFE/RL TO US 
TAGS: SOPN, OGEN, BU, US, RFE, RL 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ff93aab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



